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then, that the same quantity is being measured each time, and
that any slight variations are due either to inaccuracy of the
measuring instrument, or to such accidents as fatigue and ill-
health.
Another result, which, at first sight, seems even more
astonishing, is that mental age does not normally continue to
grow after the age of sixteen. Most adults are unwilling to
believe that they are no more 'intelligent* now than they were
at sixteen, and say at once that such a conclusion is ridiculous.
The Binet tests, however, only went up to the age of fifteen,
and, as we have seen, the mental age of an average adult on
the Stanford scale is sixteen and a half. Dr P. B. Ballard,
thinking that this might be due merely to the difficulty of
devising satisfactory tests for adults, set about investigating
the matter. If there was improvement after sixteen it ought
to be evident in reasoning power; he therefore employed his
absurdity tests.
His main difficulty was to secure comparable samples of
people to whom to apply the tests. The ideal method would
be to test the same sample of people year after year, but this
it is practically impossible to do with a large number of subjects
above the age of fourteen. Only the brighter pupils remain
in school after fourteen; the age-groups get smaller, and their
intellectual calibre tends to improve. Thus any improve-
ment found in the intelligence of secondary-school children
as they proceed up the school may be due to the gradual
elimination of the less intelligent. However, in spite of diffi-
culties, he applied his tests to about 2000 pupils in a variety of
schools, ranging in age from eleven to eighteen, finding that
the adults at a women's training college did no better than
girls of sixteen at a secondary school, and that in secondary
schools there was little improvement after fifteen and none
after sixteen. These results, let it be remembered, were
obtained with Samples' which were weighted on the intel-
lectual side in the higher age-groups. Spearman, too, found
that naval cadets of fourteen and graduates gave the same
results. The following table gives a 'pool* of all Ballard's
results:

